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From our President 
 

Dear Fellow-Chorus members: 
Welcome to all new members and 
welcome back to returning members!   
With the New Year we begin a new 
term and fresh music.  Those of you 
who sang in 2004 the Opera Cho-
ruses program, will remember the 
fun we had pretending to be on the 
stage of the Lyric Opera House. 
Well, we are doing a similar program 
again, on May 5, 2012, on the stage 
of Wentz Concert Hall.  I doubt there 
will be elephants during the 
ñTriumphal sceneò from Aida, but we 
will have a grand orchestra and 
trumpets announcing the arrival of 
the victors.  We are really looking 
forward to this concert, with the 
same excitement we experienced 
last year when we performed Car-
mina Burana at Symphony Center in 
Chicago, with the Chicago Bar Asso-
ciation Orchestra, Chorus and the 
Youth Naperville Singers! 
 
The Handelôs Messiah concert held 
in December 2011 was wonderful.  It 
featured Mozartôs arrangement 
which added a new twist to this time-
less classic. We had a sold out 
auditorium and the audience showed 
their appreciation by the long and 
repeated applause.  At this perform-
ance we tried something new ï
reserved seating.  I think it worked 
out well.  Thank you to all who sang   

and played in the orchestra. Letôs 
keep the momentum going and sell 
out the May concert. 
 

The Chorusô Chamber Singers were 
busy with multi presentations for 
Carols and Cuisine, Barnes and No-
ble Book Fair, the Naperville Tree 
Lighting Parade and a performance 
at Spring Meadows Nursing Home.  
Director Jon Warfel hopes to con-
tinue this outreach all year long.  The 
Chamber Singers plan to be in the 
Naperville St Patrickôs Day Parade 
on March 17th. 
 

Donôt forget to check the website for 
up to date Chorus information at 
www.NapervilleChorus.org. Our 
web guru, Wes Ague, does a won-

derful job keeping the site timely and 
looking good.  Thanks Wes! 
 

And finally, thank you to our director, 
Pete Martínez, assistant director/  
accompanist Jon Warfel, and the 
hard working board of directors; you 
really make this organization sing! 
 

Nancy Rench, 
President 
 

Special Reports 
 

MESSIAH THROUGH TIME IN THE 
CHORUS’ REPERTOIRE 
 

By James Fancher 
 

The December 3, 2011 Messiah was 
the seventh ïor perhaps the eighth- 
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The Naperville Chorus, the Festival Orchestra and soloists during the presen-
tation of Messiah by G.F. Handel, as arranged by W. A. Mozart -  a memorable 

performance that heralded the Christmas Season- in a filled-to-capacity     
Wentz Concert Hall, on December 3, 2011. 
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presentation of that oratorio since 
the Chorusô formation 35 1/2 years  
ago!  All previous performances 
(except the second one) also oc-
curred at December concerts ïa 
bid odd, if one considers that Han-
delôs first performance, in Dublin, 
and the next two performances, in 
London, were scheduled for Eas-
tertide. When the Chorus  began in 
1976, Messiah was an obvious 
choice for the first concert.  A num-
ber of us had sung all or part of it 
previously, and certainly some of 
the potential audience were familiar 
with the work.  The first two con-
certs by the Chorus  -in December 
1976 and 1977ï included almost all 
of the work, by splitting it; only a 
few choruses  (including, of course, 
ñHallelujah!ò) were repeated in both 
concerts; hence the confusion 
about how many times we have 
sung it.  As most of us recognize, 
the work is uncomfortably long if all 
of the music is included, and Han-
del himself omitted various pieces 
in many of his productions; only 
one previous Chorus performance 

MESSIAHôs PERFORMANCE ON 
DECEMBER 3, 2011 
 

It is said that performers who repeat 
the same work over and over, will 
eventually suffer from a syndrome 
that lets them ñtake things for 
grantedò, draining the emotion and 
concentration of earlier perform-
ances.  I am happy to say that this 
has not happened with the Naperville 
Chorus, whose rendition of Handelôs 
work showed more maturity, poise 
and gusto, especially in the 
ñHallelujahò chorus and the contrast-
ing ñAll we Like Sheepò with its nim-
ble scales and playful rhythm.  The 
generous acoustics of Wentz rever-
berated with  the joy, crescendos 
and lightness of these contrasting  
selections. And the audience, which 
almost filled the entire hall, re-
sponded enthusiastically with re-
peated applause and ñBravosò.   
 

In this propitious setting, the four 
soloists displayed their considerable 
talents.  Michelle Areizaga with her 
virtuosity and a perfect, melodic line, 
lulled everyone  with her rendition of 
He shall feed His flock like a shep-
herd.  Ms. Areizaga is an accom-
plished singer  ready to conquer 
higher  peaks. Tracy Watson com-
plemented the other soloists with 
aplomb and virtuosity. Tenor William 
Watson, gave the audience a won-
derful surprise and set the tone of 
this extraordinary work with  sterling 
interpretations of Comfort Ye my 
people and Evôry valley shall be ex-
alted. These critically positioned 
numbers had the sweetness and 
conviction of the message, in con-
trast with the stern and ominous lyr-
ics of Thou shalt break them.  Mr. 
Watsonôs voice delivered the mes-
sages with impeccable technique 
and conviction. Jeffrery Ray demon-
strated great stamina, technique and 
endurance interpreting some of the 
most difficult selections for bass: 
Why do nations so furiously rage 
together, and The trumpet shall 
sound.  Mr. Rayôs voice was adept 
for the challenges and added a pro-
phetic tone to the whole. 

Messiah soloists on December 3, 2011.  (L to R) Jeffrey Ray, Baritone;       
Michelle Areyzaga, Soprano; Tracy Watson, Mezzo-soprano; William Watson, 

Tenor; and Maestro Jeordano (Pete) Martínez, Conductor. 

 purported to include all three parts.   
 
Those first performances were well-
attended, given that the venue was 
Community United Methodist 
Church; the audience probably num-
bered around two hundred each 
time, not bad, considering that the 
Chorus itself then had only about 45 
members.  These works were ac-
companied by organ although, in 
succeeding performances, percus-
sion, and eventually strings and 
brass, were added. 
 
It is likely that the Chorus will tackle 
Messiah again in the future.  We cer-
tainly hope that such a performance 
will be at least as successful as the 
recent one, where the size of the 
chorus, the venue, and the blessing 
of an impressive quartet of soloists  
contributed to a memorable celebra-
tion of the pre-Christmas season.  
Meanwhile, we look forward to opera 
choruses in Spring 2012, and to new 
works in the futureé 
 
Mahlerôs Eight, anyone? 
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selections at Barnes and Noble, as a 
fundraising event, and at Spring 
Meadows retirement home.   
 
At Barnes and Noble the Naperville 
Chorus received $450 arising from 
sales, plus tips for helping with wrap-
ping.  At Spring Meadows, the com-
mons room was filled to capacity. 
 
The Chamber Singers also acted as 
a catalyst in building a float and 
enlisting other Chorus members to 
have the first presence of the Naper-
ville Chorus in the Thanksgiving pa-
rade in recent history. 
 
After appearances at three commu-
nity events plus a concert, the 
Chamber Singers look forward to a 
productive spring semester, which 
may include participation in the Na-
perville parade that celebrates Wes 
Agueôs birthday (and Saint Patrickôs 
day). 
 
Plans are on the way to make the 
image of the Naperville Chorus 
known, through the Chamber Sing-
ersô engagements at various commu-
nity events and venues.  

RECIPIENT OF NAPERVILLE CHO-
RUS’ 2011 SCHOLARSHIP 
 
We are proud to present Katie Barrett,  
a native of Sherman, Illinois with this 
seasonôs scholarship.  She joined in 
our last concert featuring Handelôs 
Messiah.  Katie is majoring in music 
education with a minor in secondary 
education.  She has been active in 
North Central Collegeôs extracurricular 
activities such as NCC Cardinals in 
Action, NCC Junior Senior Scholars 
(tutor), NCC iLead Program, along with 
holding down part-time employment 
with NCC Career Development Office 
and the NCC Office of Admissions, not 
to mention attaining a 4.0 grade point 
average. 
 

Good luck Katie with all your  
endeavors ! 

 

Future Activities 
 
OPERA CHORUSES AT THE 
SPRING CONCERT OF MAY 5, 2012 
 
Rehearsals have begun in what prom-
ises to be a noted cultural event in Na-
perville.  Just to whet your appetite, I 
will disclose some of the choruses 
from  the Verdian operatic repertoire, 
such as the ñTriumphal sceneò from 
Aida, and the ñAnvil chorusò from Il 
Trovatore.  Also,  the ñEaster Hymnò 
from Cavalleria Rusticanaò, the 
ñChorus of enchanted islandersò from 

The Naperville Chamber Singers, a branch of the Naperville Chorus, with Jon Warfel, 
Director and beaming Mayor George Pradel at the Carols and Cuisine Concert              

on December 7, 2011, at   Wentz Hall. 

 Accomplishments 
 

THE OUTER VOICE OF THE      
NAPERVILLE CHORUS 

 

By Chuck Jonah 
 
The Naperville Chamber Singers, 
now under the direction of Jon War-
fel, have two quite disparate respon-
sibilities: to perform in concert and to 
publicize the Naperville Chorus 
throughout the Naperville Commu-
nity, at events where a smaller group 
is more appropriate. 
 

On December 7th, the Chamber 
Singers performed a wide-ranging 
program, as part of the Carols and 
Cuisine fundraising event, in the 
lobby of Wentz Concert Hall, to an 
audience of nearly fifty people, which 
included Mayor A. George Pradel.  
Music ranged from the late 16th cen-
tury to music by Holst and Kodály.  
The program also included music by 
Tutter, Alfred Burt carols, and a se-
lection from the Charlie Brown 
Christmas. 
 

Besides this concert, the vocal en-
semble performed varied Christmas  
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Alcina, and many other famous com-
positions that have given opera the 
special place it enjoys in our modern 
world. 
 
There will be lighter works from well-
known composers inserted in the pro-
gram, to make this coming concert an 
eclectic night of fun and merriment. 
 

Someone you should know  
 

As an example, I submit to you 
Margoôs ñsweetò rendition of a 
Livonian Knight (Teutonic Crusaders 
whose forces were defeated by Alex-
ander Nevsky in the ñBattle on the 
Iceò!)  The cakes are only part of the 
treat.  The cream is the subtle and 
subdued speech, hardly audible, 
which precedes the devouring feast!  

 

Your quiet dedication inspires us!  
 
 

Z 

 

In Memoriam 

 

Marsha Buffington was a valued 
member of our Alto section for ten 
years and traveled with the Chorus to 
Spain and Portugal in 2001.  She is 
shown in the forefront, on the left, with 
her pal Toby (also in the forefront).  
She will be greatly missed!! 
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Would you like to become a 

Friend of the Chorus or   
support the Scholarship Fund 
for deserving young vocalists  

at North Central  College?  
 

Become a sponsor !   
 
 

Ç Friend of the Chorus  

Ç Scholarship Fund 
 

È 

Please complete, detach and mail to: 
 

The Naperville Chorus 
Nancy Rench, President 

P.O. Box 51 

Naperville, IL 60566 
 

È 

Name 

     _______________________________________________ 

 
 

    ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  
  

    _______________________________________________ 

 
 

    _______________________________________________ 

 
 

 Telephone _______________ 

    
 E-mail __________________ 
 

 

È 

Your contribution is  

tax deductible 
 

$25___  $50___  $100___  
 

                     Other____ 
 

Please make checks payable to 
òNaperville Chorusó 

 

ÈÈÈ 

You may also donate through  

a SECURE  website: 

www.NapervilleChorus.org 
 

 

Credit Cards Welcome Online 

  

 

Chuck and Margo Jonah vacationing 
in the vast expanses of Alaska, during 
their trip in 2009.  In ñreal lifeò, how-
ever, they are active, dedicated mem-
bers of the Chorus.   
 
Besides his job at Argonne National 
Laboratory, Chuck signs tenor in the 
Chorus and the Chamber Singers.  
Being a Program Chair in the Board of 
Directors, he also designs and pa-
tiently seeks consensus on the flyers, 
postcards and programs for the Cho-
rus. He gets things printed and ready 
with a smile, and a spicy comment 
when appropriate. 
 
Margo is a professor of Biology at Do-
minican University, and in her ñspareò 
time she sings soprano in the Chorus. 
Naturally, she quietly wishes to out-
perform Chuck and volunteers as our 
ñgrant personò who prepares and sub-
mits funding applications to different 
funding sources. But her side talent is 
BAKING; and her purpose in life is to 
create delicious cakes that try to repli-
cate or characterize the repertoire that 
the Chorus is undertaking at any 
given time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


